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MTRA is happy to announce the Fall ’08 Session is in full swing. It is wonderful see all the returning faces, and we are having such fun seeing many new faces. This new season has not only brought us a new location, new arena and new instructors, but it has brought us the wonderful gift of 14 new riders and 30 new volunteers! The MTRA herd has also has a bit a of a face lift bringing us 6 new school horses, each offering their unique ability to connect with our riders.
The Board of Directors has changed during the year. The current Board of Directors are: Laurie Bruun/President, Billy Davie/ President Elect, Dr. Jerry Modell /Vice President, Patty Bommarito/Treasurer, Laurie Menard, Jane Blue, and Jeanne Ritt ( temp leave) . We are very excited to soon have two new additional members Chuck Sprague, and Dr. Sharon Cooper join the team.
Kate Robbins continues as program Director and Tina Clifford continues as the Facilities Manager.

Mark Your Calendar
MTRA is heading into the holiday season with a full schedule of events including participation in the Ocala Christmas Parade, the traditional Holiday Barn Party, and, new this year Canterbury Showplaces’ Holiday with Horses. 

Our Holiday tour begins with our participation in the Ocala’s Christmas parade on December 6th. We will be building our float the last weeks of November. Anyone wishing to participate in the parade needs to let Kate know and must be available from 3:00 pm until 8:00 pm Saturday of the parade.
The Holiday Barn Party is a combination bash. Earlier attempts to have appreciation parties for our 130+ volunteers met with financial and storm disasters. The December party then is a double bash. This event will celebrate the season and our volunteers. It is planned for Sunday December 7th, at the Greenway barn… 1:00pm-4:00pm….Save the date and time. MTRA will provide a BBQ lunch and drinks.  Desserts will be pot luck.
MTRA is excited to be the beneficiary of the first Holiday with Horses event on Saturday December 20th. The evening’s activities will be at the Canterbury Showplace on Newberry Rd. in Gainesville. Tickets are available at the barn and will cost $15 for adults and $10 for the kids. VIP seating is also available for $25. Gates will open at 5:00pm with the show starting at 6:30pm. For additional information and directions you may look up www.canterburyshowplace.com. 
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TRACTOR PULL PULLS IN MTRA DOLLARS
For the first time MTRA recently partnered with the Florida Antique Tractor Club at their annual charity event in Zellwood Florida, near Mt Dora. The event was held on October 25th and netted MTRA about $1000. 

 MTRA had 9 volunteers on hand to take gate tickets, sell chances for a 50-50 raffle and to man a MTRA information kiosk, offering volunteer information, books and t-shirts.

The weather could not have cooperated more for the day’s event and the Tractor Club’s hospitality was just as warm. MTRA thanks the Cub for their generosity and looks forward to future endeavors.
HORSES LOVE COOKIES TOO!
Its all about therapeutic riding at  MTRA but it is all about cookies too!  One of our volunteers, Kathy, has begun making horse cookies which the animals adore. Kathy started making the cookies for a reward for a job well done for her new friend “Brownie”, a beautiful Andalusia /paint cross mare by one of our favorite school horse, “Billie”.  Kathy declares that the horses actually have favorite flavors some preferring peanut butter some preferring molasses…no one can say we don’t spoil our horses!
At the Zellwood Charity Tractor Pull the horse cookies, “Brownie’s Cookies,” went on sale for the first time and were very  popular.

Orders for gift baggies are being taken in the MTRA Greenway office, and the cookies will also be available at all our special events!
Meet the Faculty
Greenway Facility
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Calling All Volunteers!


We will need some help for all of these events, if you are interested please let Kate or Marge know by calling the barn at: 732-7300.





We also need a flatbed trailer to make our float for the parade. If anyone has one to lend for a few weeks that would be great.





Anna: 13 year old APHA mare. She came to us this summer from Bushnell with her 7 year old son “Trapper”. She is very smart and love carrots





Billie: 15 year old APHA mare. Billie is an MTRA favorite. She really seems to understand her job.  She is smooth gaited and takes care of her rider as if he or she was her own foal.





Spot: 20 years old and is the king of the trail class. He has piloted many a rider to victory with his patience and experience. He is our “go-to” horse for someone that needs a little boost of confidence.





Misty is our little POA pony from right here in Ocala. She is strong as she is kind and it doesn’t hurt to be pretty too!





 Smokey: If you love the Black Stallion, you will love our Smokey. 23 years young this wonderful horse has a trot  so smooth that you can ride him and drink a cup of coffee and not spill a drop! Steady and understanding, a great horse.





Q: 10 years old, APHA, and perfect. Q is strong, kind and very patient. He is wonderful all-around horse that rides both English and western. We love to use him for the first time rider.





Trapper: Talk about a kind horse! He is 8 an year old appendix QH and will put up with about anything. …we like that





Murphy: A true gentle giant. Very loving and very seasoned Murphy has done everything from riding hunters in South beach to riding Western Pleasure in Lake City to trail riding in McIntosh! A true gentleman





Wyndsor the super pony! A beautiful little fella with a fabulous walk. He is great with our small riders or for those that need more support.








