The MTRA Newsletter

2009/2010 Classes Begin 

We are off to a great start this riding season with 17 new riders and 32 new volunteers in our classes. There is still room for more riders and, of course we could use a more volunteers. If you know of anyone who wants to be a part of the MTRA team have them Marge or Kate a call. We are very grateful to all our returning volunteers who never let us down and are there to help our new folks learn the ropes.
Once again MTRA has been awarded a one-of-its kind grant from the National MS Foundation. MTRA received funding for a ten-week session for ten riders—four new riders are joining six of our returning riders. The classes started on October 2nd and we sure could use some help with these classes. 

MTRA’s Generous Supporters  

Kate recently made an urgent request for funds to buy hay for our wonderful horses and to help MTRA through a difficult financial period. The response to her plea has been outstanding. We have received more than $300 for the hay fund. This is a great start and covers the cost of two weeks of hay for horses. 
On behalf of all our riders, volunteers and staff Kate wants to thank each and every one of you for your generous response to our financial needs. Not only do many of you open your hearts by giving your time helping with classes and in many other ways, but you open pocket books and checkbooks as well. 

THANK YOU! – THANK YOU! – THANK YOU!
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Class Calendar
Saturday, November 14th: End of first ten-week session and start of MTRA two-week break. During this time our instructors will be attending the NARHA National Conference in Texas and enjoying the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Tuesday, December 1st: Start of the second ten-week session.
Upcoming Events
Bruster’s Ice Cream Social – Thursday, October 22nd from 6 – 9 pm Bruster’s at 2709 Silver Springs Blvd. will be donating 25% of their sales to MTRA. Please mention MTRA when ordering.
Florida Feast – Thursday, October 29th at 6:00 pm at the Southeast Livestock Pavilion. This is a fundraising activity for MTRA. It’s an evening of food, fun and music put on by the Marion County Road Builders Association.  Tickets are $25. Please help MTRA, while having a good time, by attending and promoting this event. Contact Kate Robbins, 732-7300, for tickets or more information.
Upcoming Events (continued)

Symphony of Horses: MTRA is again hosting this popular fund raising event to be held Saturday, February 27, 2010 at the Ocala Equestrian Center on 60th Ave.  More details will be posted as they become available.
CFCC Corner
Kate Robbins, Program Director, continues our participation with CFCC’s Associates Degree in Therapeutic Riding Management. Be sure to welcome the current Instructors-in-Training, Danni Mathiesen and Valerie VanDorn, as they do their practice sessions at Hillcrest by working with the Thursday students this riding session.  Their goal is to complete their NARHA instructor certification in February 2010.

Also continuing her CFCC degree requirements is Ruth Patterson. Ruth is completing an Equine Assisted Mental Health component under the direction of Dr. Marilyn Sokolof at the Hillcrest facility on Mondays. 

In addition, completing her first component in the CFCC program as a volunteer at Hillcrest classes is Bethany Hasel. 

Instructor Continuing Education
All of MTRA’s instructors are certified by NARHA (North American Riding for the Handicapped Assoc.). To retain their certification instructors are required to complete 20 hours of continuing education. These educational hours must involve participation in an organized professional equine or disability related seminar/training. 

Through the generosity of one MTRA supporter MTRA’s instructors have an opportunity to attend the NARHA national convention in Fort Worth, TX on November 18 – 21st. Attendance at this conference not only fulfills the continuing education requirement but is an opportunity to learn new techniques and ideas that will directly benefit our riders. 

Our sincere thanks to this generous supporter. 

Horse News
With the start of our riding classes some of our horses have been moved to make the best use of their talents. Currently the horses are located as follows:

Hillcrest Horses: Allie, June, Ginger, Tuffie, Silva, Murphy, Wyndsor, 

Greenway Horses: Anna, Billie, Misty, Zelda, Trapper, Smoky, Jaeger, Spot, Q

New horse: Joining us in October at the Greenway facility is Scooter. She is a 13 yr. old registered Quarter Horse. She has a sweet disposition and is already helping us with classes.

Volunteers Needed
Kate is available to speak to groups and has some wonderful visual aids to show what we do. If you prefer, just refer any interested person to the MTRA office, 732-7300. 

Tours of the barn with a brief orientation of what we do and what we need are available by appointment. Just give Marge a call at the office.
VOLUNTEERS - THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL THAT YOU DO. WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! 
Fall 2009








